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Count Hohenlo, generally called Hollock by the
English, was a dashing warrior, able to do good
work when he was sober; but his drunken habits
rendered him untrustworthy. On that account, if
on no other, there was good reason for not assigning
to him any place of permanent responsibility. But
he was jealous of Sir Philip Sidney, and when in
February Sidney was appointed colonel of the Zee-
land regiment of horse, and thus placed in an office
that would give him increased opportunities for
adding fighting work to his government of Flushing,
Count Hohenlo, who wanted the post for himself,
protested on the ground that " no stranger might
have any regiment." Queen Elizabeth, strange to
say, took Hohenlo's part. Walsingham wrote to tell
Leicester how angry she was at Sidney's preferment.
" She layeth the blame on Sir Philip, as a thing by
him ambitiously sought. I see her Majesty very apt
upon every light occasion to find fault with him."
It would appear that now, as on former occasions,
Sir Philip was made the whipping-boy for his uncle's
offences against her Majesty. After Elizabeth had
forgiven Leicester for wanting to be Governor-Gen-
eral of the United Provinces, she was still angry
with Sidney, whom she unjustly suspected of being
one of " the chief actors and persuaders in the
matter," and she was all the more angry because
Sidney sent home troublesome appeals for money
and stores, and bold complaints when these were
not supplied. Leicester, being restored to the
Queen's favour, humoured her. Therefore Sidney
was kept in the background.